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also “No Moola!” So far, mid-west dairy farmers have picked up 
the slack (at a price), but unless there is a change in attitude as to 
what is realistic for farmers to invest in non-productive aspects of 
farming, we could be facing a future crisis in homeland security. Pity 
the country that relies on others for their food.

One of the most classic examples of regulations gone amuck is 
the way that food safety has overwhelmed the production field the 
past few years. Few remember how this mess started. They forget that 
the first guidelines weren’t the result of widespread contamination 
from domestic fields. Rather, it was precipitated by a handful of 
third-world abusers. US regulators felt it would be unfair to impose 
food safety guidelines on imported foods that our domestic food 
supply didn’t require. Nobody seemed concerned that we had no 
way to enforce food safety guidelines overseas.

Ag representatives told USDA and FDA that whatever the intent, 
guidelines would become regulations when retail merchandisers 
sought to indemnify themselves and shift legal exposure for food 
safety to growers. It happened that way, almost over night, even 
though growers have no control over their product after it leaves 
their farm. 

Now farmers who hope to sell their produce to the larger 
retailers must submit to a third party certification program and 
absorb both the cost of the program and the loss for any produce that 
fails to meet the grade. One farmer’s produce was recently turned 
down because there were deer tracks in the field. “No Farmers, No 
Food!” Maybe they can eat the deer.

In spite of all this, I’m basically optimistic about the future of 
farming in Florida. When UF President Bernie Machen questioned 
the future of agriculture in the state (and the need for UF/IFAS to 
meet the needs of Florida agriculture) Farm Bureau gathered a 
group of farmer members to honestly examine the future of farming 
in Florida. In spite of greening, competition for resources, and a 
myriad of other challenges facing agriculture for generations to 
come, Florida farmers were optimistic. One reason was the flip side 
of the slogan.

As long as there are people, there will be a need for food. More 
people will need more food. Florida is uniquely positioned because 
of geography and climate to exploit niche markets unavailable 
to most other farmers. More importantly, farmers have faith in 
themselves, researchers and industry representatives to solve the 
problems of today and the future as they arise.

I would have been surprised if their outlook was any different. 
Farmers may complain or wonder out loud how they are going to 
keep farming. But deep down inside, they know they will find a way 
to keep on, keeping on. To give up would be a fulfillment of the 
slogan. That just can’t happen. 
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