Pam Walden Assumes Ag Supervisor Position
Years of Ag Involvement Lead to Leadership Role

By Al Berry

amela “Pam” Walden was recently appointed Supervisor

of Agribusiness and Natural Resources Education for the

Hillsborough County school system. At the end of this past

school year, Jim Jeffries, who held the position, retired, ending
33 years of service and leaving the Supervisors job open.

Pam is a native of Plant City. She graduated from Plant City
Senior High School. After attending HCC for two years she went on
to graduate from the University of Tampa with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Elementary Education and Early Childhood.

Pam has 42 years of teaching experience beginning at the

kindergarten level. Moving from kindergarten education after thirteen
years, Pam transferred into the elementary schools where she stayed
for 6 years. For the past 10 years she has been a teacher at Marshall
Middle School in Plant City.

Pam credits Ag teacher, John Altizer at Marshall for encouraging
her to pursue her interest in agriculture. He helped her ignite that
spark which had always been in the back of her mind. She said, “I
come from five generations of farmers. When I was five years old I
remember riding with my grandfather, Hollis Brown, on the tractor.
On Saturday mornings he would take me with him to the farmers
market with what ever vegetables he had harvested on the farm. My
parents, Ben and Sylvia Knoxs were heavy into agriculture as well,
with citrus and cattle. Looking back I remember my Ag involvement
really took off 18 years ago when Robyn and Jim Jeffries, my husband
Dan and I, started the Plant City Clovers 4-H Chapter. This was a lot
of work for all of us, but the reward of seeing our student members
learn, grow and succeed was worth it. In 2001 I had an opportunity to
get involved in the Ag activity at Marshal Middle School.”

Both Pam and Dan Walden could be considered part of the stable
backbone of the Florida Strawberry Festival agricultural program. For
years she has worked with Dan, who heads up the swine show, and
served with the plant, rabbit and chicken show committees. Each year
the Marshal Middle School educational exhibit at the Festival has
been under her guidance.

As the new Supervisor of Agribusiness and Natural Resources
Education, Pam will be in charge of all 45 county Ag programs, which
will include the Florida Strawberry Festival, Florida State Fair and the
Hillsborough County Fair.

She and her husband Dan have two children Tasha and Beau.
Tasha recently moved back to Plant City where she will teach at Burney
Elementary in Plant City. Beau is a student at the University of Florida
working on his Masters Degree in agriculture. She and Dan live in a
home on 13 acres, north of Plant City, where they raise cattle.

The Hillsborough County School System is lucky to have a person
as dedicated as Pamela “Pam” Walden in this position. No question
this was the right person for this job.
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