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Teachers are unsung heroes who often don’t receive the 
credit, compensation or commendation they are due. 
There have been those who have helped us overcome our 
frustrations with fractions, our struggles with reading, and 

even those who simply sat with us at snack time when none of the 
other children would. The effort teachers put forth every day to teach 
and encourage students of all ages is greatly appreciated, more than 
most of us have expressed.

One of these excellent teachers is Susan Carpenter. Mrs. 
Carpenter is an agriculture teacher at Mulrennan Middle School and 
has been teaching for 25 years. She recently earned the 2008 Excellence 
in Teaching about Agriculture award among middle school teachers in 
Florida. Mrs. Carpenter has been actively participating in a program 
called Florida Agriculture in the Classroom (FAITC) for over 10 years. 
FAITC sponsors this award and it is their goal to educate students 
on the importance of Florida agriculture and its natural resources. 
FAITC works with agriculture teachers to approach core educators in 
facilitating educational programs that will enrich the students’ lessons 
while maintaining Florida agricultural awareness.

Mrs. Carpenter has proven that core educators working together 
with agricultural teachers in facilitating real-life scenarios for 
students can be effective and instrumental in the academic growth 
of students. For instance, in her program entitled Cows or Condos 
students began by studying land use versus population growth. The 
motivation behind this project was due to the fact that the agricultural 
department at Mulrennan Middle School lost 90% of their land lab to 
install portables for other classes.

As a result, Mrs. Carpenter led the students in the study and 
research of hydroponics versus traditional gardening. Through 
this project students utilized core academics to proceed with this 
assignment. Science was applied to study the life cycles of crops and 
insects, and Social Studies lessons helped to focus on the origin of crops 
and the history of the trade industry. English and Math studies were 
also key factors in the development of this project. Mrs. Carpenter 
incorporated lessons learned from English to aid the students in 

writing advertisements and market reports, while Mathematical skills 
were utilized to help with recordkeeping, measurements and ratios.

Today, Mrs. Carpenter’s students proudly boast a productive and 
efficient hydroponics garden. Agricultural students are responsible 
for the daily maintenance of this project maintaining accurate water 
and nutrient levels, monitoring working condition of pumps, etc. The 
students possess great imagination and dedication for this project and 
their interest is truly wonderful to witness.

Mrs. Carpenter has been successful at implementing other 
programs such as Gardening for Grades which has led to a sixth 
grade honors science class having a reserved area for experiments in 
an agricultural shade house and having the National Junior Honors 
Society install gardening at Mulrennan. Her enthusiasm and desire for 
incorporating core academics into agricultural studies is vigorous and 
determined as she continually creates and implements new projects 
and ideas.

Mrs. Carpenter’s quest is to instill in students and adults an 
appreciation for the earth and all of God’s creations. She is concerned 
that with each passing generation, people gradually remove themselves 
from being in touch with the land and nature and thus will lose touch 
with the importance of agriculture. Today many folks feel more self-
sufficient than ever, when in fact we are more dependent on our farmers 
because gone are the days when backyard gardens and dairy farms 
were a common element on the American homestead. Thankfully, 
our farmers and other experts have remained active in agriculture, 
thus allowing us to purchase produce and meats at grocery stores and 
produce stands.

Receiving this award is an honor that Mrs. Carpenter hopes to 
use to promote creative lesson planning with other educators. She 
encourages all educators, regardless of their topic of study, to embrace 
new programs involving agriculture that will enhance and enrich 
student activities while at the same time maintaining the importance 
and awareness of Florida Agriculture. 

A special thanks to all of our unsung heroes we know as teachers 
and farmers.

Excellence In Education
Susan Carpentar

By Carol C. Weathersbee


