Farm Bureau Highlight

By Jim Frankowiak

ay Crawford has been a member of the Florida Farm Bureau

Federation field team for nearly three decades. He holds

an Associate of Science degree from Abraham Baldwin

Agricultural College and his Bachelor of Science degree
in Animal Science and Extension Education from the University of
Florida. Ray is an alumnus of Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, Alpha
Zeta honorary fraternity and the Natural Resources Leadership
Institute. Married to Mary Lynn, a retired fourth grade teacher
at Bushnell Elementary School, the Crawford’s have two children,
Jennifer Lynn and Chad.

Crawford joined Farm Bureau in February of 1978, serving District
#8 (Gold Coast) for over two years and then moving to District #5
(nine counties in west Central Florida) for over two decades. He then
became Farm Bureau’s Director of Field Services based in Gainesville
for four years.

“I thoroughly enjoyed each of my assignments with Farm Bureau.
The people and friendships that developed have been great, but I came
to realize late last year that I truly missed working in the field and I
was able to move back to District #35, a district where I felt a genuine
kinship given my prior history.”

His official title is Senior Assistant Director of Field Services
for District #5, which encompasses Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough,
Lake, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk and Sumter counties.

Ray and his field colleagues are the link between Farm Bureau
headquarters and county organizations. “I truly believe the success
of Farm Bureau initiatives and programs is determined at the county
level. It’s my job to work with the county agricultural community and
county bureau leadership to help achieve success in whatever we do
today and into the future.”

“My job is filled with variety as we work with counties on
everything from membership to issues and much in between. I work
closely with great volunteers, highly effective staff members and a host
of others of importance to agriculture.” Crawford travels anywhere
from 600 to over one thousand miles a week through his district. “I
am able to return home every night and I appreciate that,” he said.

There are no typical days for Crawford. He recently spent one
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day attending a special event at a county fairgrounds, going to a county
board meeting and then having discussion with congressional staffers
at their district office. The next day he was involved in meetings
with elected state officials. “I firmly believe the longer our field staff
members are in a particular district, the more people they meet and
relationships they cultivate. That all adds up and increases our value
to our members and to our industry. That has particular appeal to me
since I can see the progress we are making.”

Crawford estimates 75 per cent of his time is devoted to
organizational activities and the balance on issues facing agriculture.
“Our member activities at the county level are the result of excellent
volunteers and they have to be supported. That’s where our field
team helps, whether its member retention, new member recruitment,
member services or tackling the issues our industry faces. The strength
of Farm Bureau comes from its members and their activities on behalf
of agriculture.

“I think of myself in my field position as a jack of all trades,
doing whatever I can to meet the challenges that our industry faces,”
said Crawford. “That involves working with current county leaders,
selected segments of our industry such as youth and young farmers
through helping our county bureaus identify and successfully recruit
our agricultural leaders of tomorrow.”

Crawford is quick to note the increasing pressures on agriculture
notjustinhisdistrict but throughout the state and country. “Everything
we do in our industry is challenging and the number of watchdogs
seems to increase all of the time. I believe it is incumbent upon our
county and state leaders to recruit and surface people for political
action that are keenly aware of agriculture and its importance. As
important as we are today to agriculture in Florida, I feel certain
in five years that importance will grow to an even greater level of
significance.”

“Working behind the scenes for an organization I love and where
I can be of most help is where I want to be. I'm glad to be back in

the field.”
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